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Designs of the Year contenders

A folding wheel, a non-stick ketchup bottle and a chair made from sea
waste are some of the more innovative products unveiled today at the
Design Museum's annual designs of the year exhibition, which this
year sees a welcome emphasis on practical problem-solving rather
than fantastical forms.

Comprising more than 90 nominations, covering fields from
architecture and fashion to furniture and transport, the design of the
year in each category will be announced at a ceremony in April.

The longlist includes some of the more obvious blockbuster
achievements of the year, from Renzo Piano's Shard to Thomas
Heatherwick's Olympic cauldron and Random International's Rain
Room installation, which saw a torrential downpour installed in the
Barbican. Zaha Hadid earns two nominations, for the Galaxy Soho
building in Beijing and the Liquid Glacial Table, which resembles running
water.

But the show also features many lesser-known designers whose work
is tackling big issues around the world.

With scarcity of resources high on the agenda, several projects focus
on combining new techniques for low-cost, low-skilled recycling and
mobile manufacturing.

E-Source, developed by Hal Watts, is a bicycle-powered cable
recycling system that tackles the widespread practice in developing
countries of burning electrical wire to remove the plastic coating and
recover the valuable copper within. Watts's ingenious solution takes
the form of a granulator, fixed to the bike's gearing, that shreds the
cable and separates the materials — increasing the metal's value and
providing healthier working conditions.

In a similar vein, the Sea Chair project, by Kieren Jones and Studio
Swine, explores a process of mobile manufacture from waste at sea.
The designers have developed a system that harvests plastic from the
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oceans' vast floating garbage islands and transforms it into furniture
while still on the boat.

Jolan van der Wiel's Gravity Stool is made by a medieval-looking
contraption that physically pulls a gloopy bowl of magnetic resin apart
into the form of a stool, in an inverse process of conventional
casting. A mobile 3D-printing kiosk and custom vase-casting station
also join the growing trend for projects that predict a return to
itinerant makers and menders, with production increasingly seen as a
collaborative, social process, decentralised from mainstream
manufacturing.

Challenges in healthcare have provoked some of the most
groundbreaking solutions in the exhibition, with several projects that
tackle obstacles in the processes behind getting the products to the
people that need them most.

Colalife, designed by Simon Berry, focuses on the problem of
distributing medicine in far-flung corners of developing countries.
Berry realised that Coca Cola had the furthest reaching supply chain
around the world, and so developed a medical packaging case that
neatly slots into the gaps between crated Coke bottles — and which
also serves as a measure and drinking cup.

Piggy-backing off an existing distribution network, this unlikely alliance
allows these "social products”, from oral rehydration salts to zinc
supplements, to reach further than ever before.

The Centre for Vision in the Developing World presents an equally
revolutionary design for a pair of children's glasses that can be
manually adjusted, providing corrective eyewear for those without
access to opticians. Incorporating clear silicon-filled lenses, which can
be calibrated by two removable adjusters, the glasses could help
millions of children worldwide that don't have access to clinical
eyecare.

Many of the products on show seem so obvious that it's hard to
imagine how we have survived without them for so long. One such
invention is the Morph folding wheel, developed by young design
agency Vitamins, for a new generation of folding wheelchairs. Taking
up almost half the volume of a fixed wheel when folded, the Morph is
designed to be easy to pack away into the storage compartments of
aeroplanes and small cars.

Eishare WTweet [ +1 ﬁShare Email

. |
More from the Guardian What's this? More from around the web

Alandscape bathed in cold brilliance 17 Mar 2013 If You Have Gmail... You Must Have This (Inc.com)

Designs ofthe Year 2013 — in pictures 19 Mar 2013 Relocating to Dubai? What You Need to Know (HSBC

Expat Explorer)
Kate Middleton's Uncle Gary: the royal family's

newestblack sheep 19 Mar 2013 | Could Live Here: Kim and Kanye's House (California

Home + Design)

Toyo lto: the 'dropout robot' who never tires of

reinventing himself 19 Mar 2013 A 17th-Century Masterpiece Discovered at the Ritz in
Paris (The New York Times)

Cyclist-friendly lorry design aims to cut number of

fatal accidents 19 Mar 2013 The Butterfly Effect — July 21st-28th, 2012 (The

DREAM Project)
How women experience stress: what the research

tells us 14 Mar 2013 Cyprus parliament rejects bank levy (Financial Times)

Ads by Google

British Expat Netherlands
Avoid Losing 55% of Your UK Pension Download a Free Expat Pension Guide
www.forthcapital.com

XL en XXL reclame prints
GROOT formaat printwerk Top kwaliteit en service
www.vanstraaten.com

Vakantiegangers opgelet
Hoeveel spullen mag u invoeren? Check het op de douane website!
belastingdienst.nl/douanereizigers

L N

2. Portrait of a pacifist: Jo Metson Scott's
images of dissenting soldiers in Iraq

3. Design Museum selects its picks of the year

4. Haroon Mirza's unsettling TV transmission is
ahead of its time

5. The view from the top of the Shard: London
panorama of sights and sounds — interactive

More most viewed

guardianboolishop

This week's bestsellers

L. 1. God Bless the NHS
by Roger Taylor

. B{“&E £6.99
| WHS.

| -~

2. Penguin Underground Lines Boxset
£38.00

3. True North
by Martin Wainwright £6.99

4. Life After Life
by Kate Atkinson £14.99

5. Capital
by John Lanchester £4.79

Search the Guardian bookshop

| Search

Weekend+ Print and Digital
Subscription

NG N | I
Getthe Guardian on your iPad and iPhone, plus
Saturday Guardian and Observer papers for just
£5.99 per week. Learn more

Sponsored feature

Need to transfer
money overseas?
Find outhow others
have saved money and
gotthe bestdeal. Plus,
win a £25 M&S voucher

| © ]


http://jolanvanderwiel.com/gravity-stool
http://www.colalife.org/
http://www.vdwoxford.org/home/
http://vitaminsdesign.com/news/the-folding-wheel-shortlisted-for-design-of-the-year-at-design-museum/
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=180444840287&link=http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2013/mar/19/design-museum-selects-its-picks-of-the-year&display=popup&redirect_uri=http://static-serve.appspot.com/static/facebook-share/callback.html&show_error=false
javascript:void(0);
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/mar/17/claxton-norfolk-landscape-bathed-cold-brilliance
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/gallery/2013/mar/19/designs-year-2013-in-pictures
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/shortcuts/2013/mar/19/kate-middletons-uncle-gary-interview-hello
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/architecture-design-blog/2013/mar/19/toyo-ito-pritzker-prize-architecture
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2013/mar/19/cyclist-friendly-lorry-design-accidents
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2013/mar/14/women-experience-stress-work-research
http://www.inc.com/christina-desmarais/sanebox-email-doesnt-have-to-suck.html
http://expatexplorer.hsbc.com/hintsandtips/list/4256
http://californiahomedesign.com/blog/2013/01/09/i-could-live-here-kim-and-kanyes-house
http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/25/a-17th-century-masterpiece-discovered-at-the-ritz-in-paris/
http://dominicandream.org/2012/06/28/the-butterfly-effect.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/eeff4c98-9080-11e2-862b-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2013/mar/19/design-museum-selects-its-picks-of-the-year%26gl%3DNL%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-guardian_js%26hideleadgen%3D1%26ai0%3DCZqMUII9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDc2BrYAD3bzpr1HViNLKEhABIIW76A8oA1Czodjv-P____8BYJEEoAG7jd_dA8gBAakCrnbWp4pUuT6oAwGqBKwBT9CmzRO5iaGIO_IsaoFdJCyaxpyZDRhK6VLL89Qc8gQDaUToqxYYiBWJg9OzYpZANCGlWzTbp5rb9HW4szoMSP0F4Vj8cC8Bngz7n9-ZTHccis1GUUQie1WGjHyoT7St8JTSVRERhX1TVmWP_6vp4ATg6C6sfTWFlNSHNfznoNm-xc7TFAMICPcP9M7auVMxPEnXz0GEUsLjm_mDnaIpTnFT__Ym9qZ0R7Og8IAHrfKgIg%26ai1%3DCAM5YII9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDa_Wl_UC5_y-9UfAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUNa6tOD5_____wFgkQTIAQGpAhC88-ZdpbU-qAMBqgSgAU_QhqNPuYqhiDvyLGqBXSQsmsacmQ0YSulSy_PUHPIEA2lE6KsWGIgViYPTs2KWQDQhpVs026ea2_R1uLM6DEj9BeFY_HAvAZ4M-5_fmUx3HIrNRlFEIntVhox8qE-0rfCU0lUREYV9U1Zlj_-r6eAE4OgurH01hZTUhzX856Cxv9zm0hkjCaGdrdEm2aVOMRCh1ONBhFCC45_shhI55H2AB8_x8zI%26ai2%3DC1Ek6II9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDYrM3cEDoo-ik0v1zZbRQhADIIW76A8oA1CftY6LA2CRBKABoL3B5gPIAQGpAhC88-ZdpbU-qAMBqgSpAU_Q5rBVuYuhiDvyLGqBXSQsmsacmQ0YSulSy_PUHPIEA2lE6KsWGIgViYPTs2KWQDQhpVs026ea2_R1uLM6DEj9BeFY_HAvAZ4M-5_fmUx3HIrNRlFEIntVhox8qE-0rfCU0lUREYV9U1Zlj_-r6eAE4OgurH01hZTUhzX856CZvsDG049W56eArcvO2q1TMRxU1-G0h1Q34L8MgL1XKk7EUP9WIATYyqOAB8jCvhk&usg=AFQjCNFdJNGZmynWxfab3vVDOWXv9p4S1g
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CZqMUII9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDc2BrYAD3bzpr1HViNLKEhABIIW76A8oA1Czodjv-P____8BYJEEoAG7jd_dA8gBAakCrnbWp4pUuT6oAwGqBKwBT9CmzRO5iaGIO_IsaoFdJCyaxpyZDRhK6VLL89Qc8gQDaUToqxYYiBWJg9OzYpZANCGlWzTbp5rb9HW4szoMSP0F4Vj8cC8Bngz7n9-ZTHccis1GUUQie1WGjHyoT7St8JTSVRERhX1TVmWP_6vp4ATg6C6sfTWFlNSHNfznoNm-xc7TFAMICPcP9M7auVMxPEnXz0GEUsLjm_mDnaIpTnFT__Ym9qZ0R7Og8IAHrfKgIg&num=1&sig=AOD64_3-6RuJZBbvfcPzwaFJJtgxZmcc7Q&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://forthcapital.com/understanding-qrops/%3Fcty%3DNL%26cmp%3DPL%26plc%3DGuardian
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CZqMUII9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDc2BrYAD3bzpr1HViNLKEhABIIW76A8oA1Czodjv-P____8BYJEEoAG7jd_dA8gBAakCrnbWp4pUuT6oAwGqBKwBT9CmzRO5iaGIO_IsaoFdJCyaxpyZDRhK6VLL89Qc8gQDaUToqxYYiBWJg9OzYpZANCGlWzTbp5rb9HW4szoMSP0F4Vj8cC8Bngz7n9-ZTHccis1GUUQie1WGjHyoT7St8JTSVRERhX1TVmWP_6vp4ATg6C6sfTWFlNSHNfznoNm-xc7TFAMICPcP9M7auVMxPEnXz0GEUsLjm_mDnaIpTnFT__Ym9qZ0R7Og8IAHrfKgIg&num=1&sig=AOD64_3-6RuJZBbvfcPzwaFJJtgxZmcc7Q&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://forthcapital.com/understanding-qrops/%3Fcty%3DNL%26cmp%3DPL%26plc%3DGuardian
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAM5YII9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDa_Wl_UC5_y-9UfAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUNa6tOD5_____wFgkQTIAQGpAhC88-ZdpbU-qAMBqgSgAU_QhqNPuYqhiDvyLGqBXSQsmsacmQ0YSulSy_PUHPIEA2lE6KsWGIgViYPTs2KWQDQhpVs026ea2_R1uLM6DEj9BeFY_HAvAZ4M-5_fmUx3HIrNRlFEIntVhox8qE-0rfCU0lUREYV9U1Zlj_-r6eAE4OgurH01hZTUhzX856Cxv9zm0hkjCaGdrdEm2aVOMRCh1ONBhFCC45_shhI55H2AB8_x8zI&num=2&sig=AOD64_3dfLJCjV4ilxmDw7fGVYF1P4zoPw&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.vanstraaten.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAM5YII9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDa_Wl_UC5_y-9UfAjbcBEAIghbvoDygDUNa6tOD5_____wFgkQTIAQGpAhC88-ZdpbU-qAMBqgSgAU_QhqNPuYqhiDvyLGqBXSQsmsacmQ0YSulSy_PUHPIEA2lE6KsWGIgViYPTs2KWQDQhpVs026ea2_R1uLM6DEj9BeFY_HAvAZ4M-5_fmUx3HIrNRlFEIntVhox8qE-0rfCU0lUREYV9U1Zlj_-r6eAE4OgurH01hZTUhzX856Cxv9zm0hkjCaGdrdEm2aVOMRCh1ONBhFCC45_shhI55H2AB8_x8zI&num=2&sig=AOD64_3dfLJCjV4ilxmDw7fGVYF1P4zoPw&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.vanstraaten.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C1Ek6II9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDYrM3cEDoo-ik0v1zZbRQhADIIW76A8oA1CftY6LA2CRBKABoL3B5gPIAQGpAhC88-ZdpbU-qAMBqgSpAU_Q5rBVuYuhiDvyLGqBXSQsmsacmQ0YSulSy_PUHPIEA2lE6KsWGIgViYPTs2KWQDQhpVs026ea2_R1uLM6DEj9BeFY_HAvAZ4M-5_fmUx3HIrNRlFEIntVhox8qE-0rfCU0lUREYV9U1Zlj_-r6eAE4OgurH01hZTUhzX856CZvsDG049W56eArcvO2q1TMRxU1-G0h1Q34L8MgL1XKk7EUP9WIATYyqOAB8jCvhk&num=3&sig=AOD64_1M0h7ckcuhjCWAWfnM0ChWwqT4uQ&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://belastingdienst.nl/douanereizigers
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C1Ek6II9JUbqrNIz1-gaAwYCQDYrM3cEDoo-ik0v1zZbRQhADIIW76A8oA1CftY6LA2CRBKABoL3B5gPIAQGpAhC88-ZdpbU-qAMBqgSpAU_Q5rBVuYuhiDvyLGqBXSQsmsacmQ0YSulSy_PUHPIEA2lE6KsWGIgViYPTs2KWQDQhpVs026ea2_R1uLM6DEj9BeFY_HAvAZ4M-5_fmUx3HIrNRlFEIntVhox8qE-0rfCU0lUREYV9U1Zlj_-r6eAE4OgurH01hZTUhzX856CZvsDG049W56eArcvO2q1TMRxU1-G0h1Q34L8MgL1XKk7EUP9WIATYyqOAB8jCvhk&num=3&sig=AOD64_1M0h7ckcuhjCWAWfnM0ChWwqT4uQ&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://belastingdienst.nl/douanereizigers
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/photography-blog/2013/mar/19/iraq-veterans-metson-scott-dissent
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/jonathanjonesblog/2013/mar/19/haroon-mirza-tv-time-1987
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/interactive/2013/feb/01/view-from-top-shard-london-interactive
http://www.guardian.co.uk/most-viewed/artanddesign
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780571303649
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9781846147821
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780852652138
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780385618670
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780571234622
https://www.guardiansubscriptions.co.uk/Voucher?prom=FBA01&INTCMP=mic_484
https://www.guardiansubscriptions.co.uk/Voucher?prom=FBA01&INTCMP=mic_484
http://oas.guardian.co.uk/5c/www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2013/mar/19/design-museum-selects-its-picks-of-the-year/oas.html/L31/1579753688/x31/Guardian/HiFX_March13_March14_SF_Filler_EU_ROS_PBR/HiFX_March12_March13_SF_Filler_EU_ROS_NewCreative.html/5465732b6231464a6a794541424c694a?http://www.hifxonline.co.uk/registration/default.aspx?_dfxid=102245
http://oas.guardian.co.uk/5c/www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2013/mar/19/design-museum-selects-its-picks-of-the-year/oas.html/L31/1579753688/x31/Guardian/HiFX_March13_March14_SF_Filler_EU_ROS_PBR/HiFX_March12_March13_SF_Filler_EU_ROS_NewCreative.html/5465732b6231464a6a794541424c694a?http://www.hifxonline.co.uk/registration/default.aspx?_dfxid=102245

	Edition: UK
	About us
	Today's paper
	Subscribe
	Design Museum selects its picks of the year
	Today's best video
	The week in TV
	Art and design
	Culture
	UK news
	Diana's dresses at auction in London

	More on this story
	Komodo dragon babies hatch at zoo
	Bees halt football match

	Guardian Audio Edition
	On Art & design
	This week's bestsellers

	Weekend+ Print and Digital Subscription
	More from the Guardian
	More from around the web
	Sponsored feature

	Ads by Google
	Related information
	Art and design
	Culture
	UK news




